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SUMMARY. DURING DISCUSSION WITH EMBOPP MARCH 8, TAHA 
MUHAMMAD NUR, FOREIGN RELATIONS DIRECTOR POR ERITREAN 
LIBERATION PRONT/POPULAR LIBERATION PORCES (ELP/PLP), 

DESCRIBED WHAT ELF/PLP BELIEVES TO BE SHIPT IN LIBYAN 
POSITION ON ERITREAN INSURGENCY, PREDICTED THAT 
ERITREAN GUERRILLAS WOULD SOON SPLIT INTO ONE MARXIST 
AND ONE NON-MARXIST GROUP, AND COMMENTED ON SOVIET 
EPPORTS TO MEDIATE BETWEEN EPMG AND SEPARATE ERITREAN 
GROUPS. END SUMMARY. 

1. TAHA STATED THAT, DURING HIS DECEMBER 1977 VISIT TO 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 07893 I022I1Z 

TRIPOLI WITH ELP/PLP CHIEF SALAH OSMAN SABBE, QADHAPI 
HAD COMMENTED TO ERITREANS THAT LIBYA BECOMING OVER- 
IDENTIPIED WITH SOVIET POLICIES IN APRICA AND THAT THERE 
CONSIDERABLE DISCONTENT IN LIBYA THAT GOVERNMENT 
ASSISTING MARXIST ETHIOPIANS AGAINST MUSLIM SOMALIS AND 
ERITREANS. QADHAFI PROMISED ELP/PLP TO RELEASE .SMALT. 

ARMS SHIPMENT WHICH HAD BEEN HELD UP IN LIBYA AND 
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FUTURE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO ELF/PLF. TAHA STATED THAT 
ELF/PLF REP IN TRIPOLI HAS CONTINUED TO RECEIVE EXCELLENT 
COOPERATION FROM LIBYANS IN WAKE OF SABBE VISIT. 

2. ACCORDING TO ELF/PLF INFO FROM OFFICE IN TRIPOLI, 

VISIT OF SOMALI PRES SIAD TO TRIPOLI IN LATE FEBRUARY 
ALSO FALLS WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF LIBYAN REASSESSMENT OF 
POLICY IN HORN OF AFRICA. TAHA DID NOT CLAIM THAT QADHAFI 
WAS ENDORSING SOMALI OCCUPATION OF OGADEN, BUT RATHER 
OPINED THAT LIBYANS WERE NOT HAPPY OVER PROSPECT THAT 
PRO-SOVIET PUPPET REGIME MIGHT SUCCEED SIAD IN EVENT OF 
DEBACLE IN OGADEN. TALKS WITH SIAD, AS WITH ELF/PLF, 

CENTERED ON WAYS TO PROMOTE STRONG ISLAMIC REGIMES IN 
HORN AREA. ELF/PLF DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT QADHAFI PLEASED 
WITH FACT THAT ETHIOPIA BECOMING A SOVIET/CUBAN SATELLITE. 

3. CONCERNING ERITREAN UNITY, TAHA REMARKED THAT OCTOBER 
1977 UNITY AGREEMENT BETWEEN ELF AND EPLF IN FACT COULD 
MORE APTLY BE DESCRIBED AS MERGER OF SECRET MARXIST 
PARTIES WITHIN EACH ORGANIZATION: POPULAR PARTY WITHIN 
EPLF, OF WHICH ISAIAS AFEWORK LEADER, AND LABOR PARTY 

OF ELF, OF WHICH IBRAHIM TOTIL PROMINENT MEMBER. 

ACCORDING TO ELF/PLF, THERE WIDE GAP BETWEEN REGULAR 
GUERRILLAS IN FIELD IN ERITREA AND POLITICAL IDEOLOGUES 
WHO HAMMERED OUT AGREEMENT IN KHARTOUM. ERITREAN PEA- 
SANTS, WHO ACCORDING TO TAHA ARE MOSTLY SMALLHOLDERS, DO 
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NOT LIKE COLLECTIVIZATION THEY SEE IN MARXIST POLICIES OF 
EPMG ELSEWHERE IN ETHIOPIA AND THUS ARE BECOMING MORE 
DISENCHANTED WITH MARXIST IDEOLOGUES WITHIN ERITREAN 
MOVEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE, THERE GROUP STRONGLY OPPOSED TO 
ISAIAS WITHIN EPLF, APPROXIMATELY 1,500 STRONG, NICKNAMED 
"THE BATS", WHO MANAGED TO SEIZE LION'S SHARE OF ARMS 
CAPTURED IN KEREN AND TO SHIP WEAPONS SOUTH OF ASMARA, 
AWAY FROM ISAIAS' CONTROL. IN ADDITION, ELF, UNDER WEAK 
LEADERSHIP OF AHMAD NASIR, IS CRUMBLING AND LOSING 
MEMBERS. ACCORDING TO ELF/PLF STATISTICS, ELF CURRENTLY 
STILL MAJOR GUERRILLA GROUPING WITH 15,000 FIGHTERS; NEXT 
COMES EPLF WITH 12-14,000; LAST ELF/PLF WITH SOME 8,000, 

BUT GROWING FAST. TAHA OPINED THAT, WITHIN NOT-TOO- 
DISTANT FUTURE, ERITREAN MOVEMENT WOULD PROBABLY REALIGN 
ITSELF INTO MARXIST AND NATIONALIST GROUPS. SHOULD 
MARXISTS DEPART ELF SOON, ELF/PLF WOULD DISSOLVE ITSELF 
INTO REVAMPED ELF, HOPING TO DRAW NON-MARXIST ELEMENTS 
AWAY FROM EPLF. 

4. TAHA NOTED THAT, SINCE FALL OF 1977, SOVIETS HAVE 
ATTEMPTED TO MEDIATE BETWEEN ERITREAN GROUPS AND EPMG, 
USING GDR AS SURROGATE AND BERLIN AS LOCALE FOR DISCUS- 
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SIGNS. ERITREANS AWARE THAT SOVIETS USING DIVIDE- AND- 
RULE TACTICS, AS THREE MAIN GROUPS INVITED SEPARATELY TO 
BERLIN: ELF IN SEPTEMBER, ELF/PLF IN LATE OCTOBER, AND 
EPLF IN EARLY FEBRUARY 1978. SOVIET PROPOSAL, RELAYED 
BY GDR, WAS ALWAYS SAME: IF ERITREAN GROUPS WOULD CONSENT 
TO CEDE TO ETHIOPIA A RED SEA STRIP CONTAINING PORT OF 
ASAB, USSR WOULD USE INFLUENCE WITH EPMG TO OBTAIN BEST 
POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT FOR ERITREA. GDR NEGOTIATORS TALKED 
VAGUELY ABOUT ' BEST SETTLEMENT" AND TAHA WAS NOT SURE 
WHETHER THEY HINTING AT TRULY INDEPENDENT ERITREA ALLIED 
WITH ETHIOPIA, OR CONFEDERAL STATUS WITH GUARANTEES OF 
LOCAL AUTONOMY. ALL THREE GROUPS TURNED DOWN SOVIET 
SUGGESTION ON ASAB ON GROUNDS THAT TRUNCATING ERITREA WOULD 
NEVER BE ACCEPTABLE TO GUERRILLAS IN FIELD. EILTS 
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